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  Frisco Top Stories

Frisco testing ground for Zero Energy Home  
By: RICK MANN , Staff writer 07/23/2004

A Frisco 
homebuilder is 
breaking new 
ground in the 
arena of energy 
conservation and
he's hoping that 
the idea will 
catch on. With 
the help of the 
U.S. Department 
of Energy, 
AndersonSargen
Custom Builders
is constructing a
Zero Energy 
Home in the Lon
Star Ranch 
subdivision of 
southwest 
Frisco.  
 
The Zero Energy 
Home is a 
demonstration project
for the Department of
Energy's building 
America Program 
which encourages 
homeowners and 

builders to live and build in a more fiscally and environmentally sensible 
manner. 
 
"The concept is simple," said Jim Sargent, builder and principal at 
AndersonSargent. "By using clean renewable energy sources that reduce 
pollution and help sustain a healthy environment, the Zero Energy Home is the
future for the American home." 
 
Sargent said on Tuesday that the home will be environmentally friendly but it 
will still be up to the homeowner to operate in a manner that will maximize the 

Construction workers complete window installation Thursday afternoon 
on the Zero Energy Home in Lone Star Ranch. Jeannie Millender/Staff 
photo 
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impact of the construction. 
 
"The goal of the home is to 'net' zero energy usage over the course of time. 
The way the home is designed it will generate as much energy as it uses. 
Through the combination of state-of-the-art, energy-efficient construction and 
appliances and renewable energy the home is expected to send energy 
meters running backwards at times. 
 
"We're using 10-inch thick concrete blocks to form the home's structure and 
those blocks will absorb both heat and cold and then distribute it when 
needed throughout the house. We've also designed ways to utilize natural 
light, the sun to heat water and distribute energy and special flooring that will 
help keep the house warm during the winter." 
 
The approximate 3,500-
square-foot home will be 
completed around the end of 
August, in time for the annual 
Parade of Homes. The market 
value will be between 
$600,000 and $650,000 and 
will include a screened porch 
and a 2.5-car garage. 
 
"We're proud to be part of this 
project and to have the 
opportunity to educate 
consumers about energy 
efficiency, sustainability and 
low-maintenance building 
practices," said Brian Romike, James Hardie regional sales manager. 
 
To help with the project, Peter Pfeiffer was called upon to design the 
home. Pfeiffer specializes in "sustainable" or "green" building 
practices and is considered one of the leading experts on passive 
cooling strategies and radiant barriers. Since 1987, Pfeiffer's firm has 
completed more than 400 commercial and residential projects and 
garnered several local and national awards for homes that conserve 
resources and minimize pollution. In 2003, Pfeiffer's home in Austin 
was named "the greenest home in America." 
 
The 2004 Dallas Parade of Homes is being held at Lone Star Rance 
Sept. 4-26. Lone Star Ranch is located on Lebanon Road just east of 
Farm to Market 423. 
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